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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


WE WOULD LIKE TO PUBLISH ALL THE 
excellent letters we receive, and some 
day we hope to have room to do so. 
A city subscriber writes: “why don’t 
you publish the sermons you deliver 
every Suuday in Masonic Temple? I 
attend the meetings regularly and would 
like to read again what I hear spoken 
there.” 

The answer is, a forty minute sermon 
would fill seven pages of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC—too much for any 
one article. We preach four or five 
sermons every month, which, if printed, 
would fill all our space. Besides, ser- 
mons are not generally as interesting 
when read as they were when heard. 
The substance of many sermons is con- 
tained in each issue of the magazine. 
Every good thing that we say or hear or 
read on our special work we put into 
these pages as far as space will permit. 


WE RECEIVE MANY LETTERS SAYING 
each issue of the magazine is brighter 
and better than the preceding one— 
“The last number was the best yet ;” 
“the best you ever published,” etc. 


A converted Catholic says: “I am 
strengthened in my new-found faith by 
each issue, and can give a stronger 
reason for this faith and face my own 
people more bravely after reading it. 
May God bless you for the sweetness 
and light you bring into my home.” We 
thank God most devoutly for this testi- 
mony. ‘To him he all the glory. 


Rev. Dr. MacARTHuR, PASTOR OF 
Calvary Baptist Church, is one of the 
few Protestant ministers of New York 
who has publicly expressed his admira- 
tion and approval of Dr. McGlynn’s 
course in refusing to go to Rome. Like 
his neighbor, Dr. John Hall, Dr. 
MacArthur occasionally illustrates his 
sermons by reference to the false doc- 
trines of Rome. More than a year ago 
we had the privilege of speaking by in- 
vitation at the monthly missionary 
meeting of Calvary Baptist Church, and 
from no minister and congregation that 
we ever met did we receive a more 
hearty Godspeed than from Dr. Mac- 
Arthur and his people. He has many 
converted Catholics in his congreation. 
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Rev. WILBer F. CRraFTs’ SERMON 
on p ge 207, was preached to a large 
congregation in his church in May— 
the “Month of Mary,” as the Roman 
Catholics call it—and from one who 
was present we learned how well it was 
received. We wrote to Dr. Crafts for a 
copy of the sermon, and our readers 
will thank him, as we do, for 
his courtesy in sending us the original 
manuscript. 


FATHER MCGLYNN WILL NOT GO TO 
Rome and he will be excommunicated 
on or about the Fourth of July. The 
better the day, the better the deed. 
Up with the American flag and hurrah 
for McGlynn and the Fourth of July!! 
A friend in Fairpoint, Minn., sends one 
dollar for back numbers of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC to be distributed on 
the Fourth of July. A good work. 


Italy and the Papacy. 


Letters and despatches from Rome 
indicate a desire on the part of the Pope 
and King Humbert for some sort of 
union between the government and the 
papacy. Such a union will never take 
place, and the attempt to establish it by 
sacrificing the liberties of the country, 
will cost King Humbert his crown. 
When Garibaldi approached the City of 
Rome fn his triumphant march through 
Italy, he issued this address: “Soldiers, 
I have nothing to offer you but cold 


and hunger and rags and hardships ; let 
him who loves his country follow me,” 
and thousands of the youth of Italy 
sprang to their feet and followed him to 
victory. ‘The children of those soldiers 
are the youth of Italy of to-day, and if 
the Pope attempts to regain the power 
their fathers wrested from him, another 
Garibaldi will arise to lead them to 
victory more glorious than the first. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION. 


(For the Conversion of Roman 
Catholics). 


Such is the title of a Society that was 
organized last spring by some promi- 
nent Christian men in New York who 
are interested in the work that has been 
carried on in Masonic ‘Temple for many 
years. ‘The ‘Trustees of the Mis 
sion are: Messrs. John Curry, Will- 
jam Campbell, J. Stanly D’Orsay, 
Andrew Neil, John W. Magee. At the 
last meeting of the Society held May 1, 
Mr. John Curry was elected President, 
Mrs. William Campbell, Treasurer, and 
James A. O’Connor, Secretary. 

The sole object of the Society is the 
conversion of Roman Catholics. This 
can be accomplished by preaching the 
blessed Gospel of the Son of God, by 
the distribution of such literature as 
will commend itself to all Christians— 
the Bible first of all, and then such pub- 
lications as will instruct and edify them. 
‘The Society proposes to establish a 
central mission in New York, where the 
various departments of the work can be 
concentrated, and from which it can be 
extended wherever there is an opening. 

Associate members will be organized 
in various cities by those already inter- 
ested in the work, whose names need 
not be published, if desired. Correspond- 
ence on this subject is earnestly solicited, 
and Christians of all denominations are 
invited to co-operate in furthering the 
objects of the Society as best they can. 
Some will have counsel, advice and 
suggestions to give, some their fervent 


prayers, and others, as the Lord has 
prospered them, their means. All are 


welcome, for the glory of God, the sal- 
vation of souls, and the preservation of 
the Republic from Rome’s rule. 
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Priests and Ministers, 


The Catholics of Missouri are con- 
siderably worked up over the fact that 
the Rev. Father Francis W. Graham, 
pastor of St. Patrick’s Church at St. 
Joseph, participated in the Gatch- 
Burnes marriage ceremony at St. 
Joseph a few days ago, assisting two 
Protestant divines. This is the first 
time that a Catholic priest has ever 
officiated in a marriage in connection 
with Protestant ministers.—V. Y. Sua, 


June 15. 
The Catholic priest did not “offici- 


ate” at the ceremony. He merely 
attended and witnessed it as any other 
friend of the family might do. Out. 
side the large cities, the pastor of the 
Roman Catholic church, if a self- 
respecting man, is usually the most 
influential clergyman in the community, 
In the large cities the archbishop or 
bishop rules with a power and _ influ- 
ence greater than all the Protestant 
ministers. There are many Prot- 
estants in every community who, if 
acquainted with the priest, contribute 
generously to the support of his church. 
Financially and socially they are some of 
the best people in town, the largest 
traders, the brightest professional men 
and the most successful office-seekers, 
But they will look upon that priest as a 
fool if he should happen to protest 
against papal despotism or renounce 
Romanism. Without avowing it, they 
would prefer that he should continue 
in his position—he is such a nice man 
as a priest—though to him it is a false 
one and in his heart he loathes it. 
Such is the way of the world, and such 
is the principal reason why a Reformed 
Catholic priest is not made welcome 
when he desires to preach another 
Gospel than that of Rome in those 
towns. 
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“Regular” and “Secular” Priests, 


There are many ex-priests of Rome 
in New York engaged in journalism, 
not only on the daily papers, but in the 
literary weeklies. | We do not know of 
any who are employed by the Protest- 
ant religious weeklies, and yet some 
one with an intimate knowledge of 
the history and constitution of the 
Roman Catholic Church, such as edu- 
cated priests usually possess, would 
save many journals from gross blunders, 

The Christian Union, in a recent is- 
sue while commending evangelists and 
laymen, “who can speak for the Gose 
pel” without going through a course of 
theological study, falls into a strange 
error concerning the “regular” and 
“‘secular” priests in the Roman Catho. 
lic Church. It says: 

“The Roman Catholic Church, 
which has been wise in its methods, as. 
its growth and power prove, has had two. 
orders of clergy, a regular and a secular 
order, and some of its greatest evan- 
gelists have been taken from its secu- 
lar order.” 

Instead of this being the case, the 
“regular clergy,” as the members of 
the “religious orders”—Jesuits, Dom- 
inicans, Franciscans, etc.—are called, 
come nearest to’ what are known as 
evangelists. They hold missions or 
revivals in the churches where the “ se- 
cular clergy” are parish priests, and 
their fervent exhortations are not un- 
like the preaching of some evangelists. 
Secular priests, of whom the writer was 
one, are the priests in charge of par- 
ishes, or pastors of the churches every- 
where. Each one of the religious or- 
ders usually has charge of a parish in 
the large cities where the “parent 
house” is located. 
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CONVERTS FROM ROME. 


The brilliant address delivered by 
Father Donnelly in the Court House, 
Mercer, Penn., April 12, renouncing 
Romanism—which is concluded in this 
issue of THE CoNVERTED CATHOLIC— 
will attract attention, not only to the 
number of priests who are everywhere 
leaving the Roman Church, but to 
the ability displayed by those of them 
who come before the public. Many of 
them retire to private life, quietly fol- 
lowing such business as they can 
master, while others boldly enter the 
public arena and contend for the prizes 
of the bar, of medicine and of jour- 
nalism. In every large city in the 
country can be found men in those 
professions who have been priests. The 
press does not concern itself about 
them while they pursue their new pro- 


fessions, but when they continue relig- 
ious teachers, whether in some Prot- 
estant denomination or independently, 
if they refer to their former connection 
with Rome, they are immediately de- 


nounced, A wise man under such cir. 
cumstances will quickly become ab- 
sorbed in his new denomination aud 
leave Rome severely alone. It is only 
the Spirit of God moving a priest that 
will induce him to cry aloud and spare 
not where Rome is concerned. His 
reward must certainly be in the other 
world, for it is not here. 

The first part of Father Donnelly’s 
address has attracted so much atten- 
tion in all parts of the country that we 
have had an unusua! demand for extra 
copies. This second part is even more 
interesting, and we shall be happy to 
send extra copies to all who write for 
them. We have a list of 7.000 priests 


in the United States to whom we 
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would like to send copies of this issue. 
In the hope of spreading the light and 
truth among these agents of Rome, we 
shall print an extra large edition this 
month. It contains just such reading 
as will make priests think, seeing as they 
must how several of their number— 
Father Donnelly, who was so recently 
among them, and Fathers Huiginn, 
McGlynn and others—are boldly de- 
nouncing the corruption and evil prac- 
tices of Rome. 

We hope all who are interested in 
this wonderful breaking up of the 
Roman system that is now taking 
place, will help us to distribute copies 
where they will do the most good. 
Contributions for this purpose will be 
promptly acknowledged. 


Two Priests Received into the Epis- 
copal Church. 


On Sunday, May 29, 1887, Bishop 
Huntington received into the ministry 
of the Episcopal Church in Syracuse, 
N. Y., Rev. J. V. Huiginn, assistant 
Priest of St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic 
Church, Watertown, N. Y. 

No form of ordination was used, says 
the Utica Morning Herald, of May 31, 
as the orders of the Roman Catholic 
Church are held valid ; but the bishop 
after asking him the usual questions, 
made the following brief address; 
‘Good people, this is he whom we pro- 
pose, God willing, to receive this day 
into the fellowship and service of the 
priesthood as the same hath been insti- 
tuted and ordained in this church by 
our Lord Jesus Christ thro’ his holy 
apostles. Be it known to you and to 
the whole congregation of Christ’s flock 
that he hath formally made due con- 
fession of the falth before men; that 
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after diligent preparation and on 
proof of his learning and _ godly 
conversation he hath already been made 
a priest in the church of God and in 
that branch thereof known as the Church 
of Rome; that he hath faithfully and 
irreproachably served in this office not 
only abroad but in this land and in this 
state; that we have in our keeping 
besides other sufficient testimony and 
also documentary’ evidence _ that 
up to the time of his application 
to us he was held in confidence and _af- 
fection as a priest by the authorities to 
which he was subject and where he was 
urgently desired to remain; that after 
long-continued and devout study of 
Holy Scripture, sacred science and 
Christian history, he hath been con- 
strained to seek admission to the com- 
munion of this chuich as holding fast 
and representing unbroken the pure, 


primitive and common creed, discipline 


and worship of the apostolic age and of 
the centuries before the papal usurpa- 
tion and schism between the west and 
the east—which church is truly catholic 
—and while retaining those essentials of 
belief and practiee which we hold to- 
gether with the Latin communion he 
hath renounced those erroneous and 
strange doctrines imposed by mistaken 
men on the original gospel and incor. 
rupt truth revealed in God’s Word. 
After suitable trial and examinatian had 
we find not to the contrary, but that it 
is our duty, as it is our privilege, to ad- 
mit and welcome him among us to the 
holy obligations, rights, immunities and 
dignities of the second order of that 
sacred threefold ministry which from 
the apostles’ time hath been in Christ’s 
church,” 

The form used, adds the Herald, 
was the same as that used by Bishop 
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Potter lately, in receiving Rev. Al- 
phonse Depont from the same church. 


Lemars, Iowa, April 30, 1887. 
My Dear FRIEND O'CONNOR: 

Your kind favor of the 22d inst., 
was gladly received; would have 
answered sooner, but that I was waiting 
to examine the magazine and pamphlet 
of which you made mention. 

I want to tell you to begin with, 
that God, for Christ’s sake, has par- 
doned my sins. I have, for a long time 
been striving for that peace which 
casteth out all fear. The fact that I 
was an enemy of God (because of sin), 
that I was antagonistic to the Saviour 
who loves me so well, bore heavily 
upon my heart. I found no relief in 
the confessional, for the priest whom I 
met there was as human as myself. I 
had heard and read of the salvation 
from sin, and sincerely wished it was 
mine. But I wanted it conditionally. 
If I could cling to this or that idol and 
remain true to the teachings of early 
childhood, I would willingly accept 
Christ. Believe me, my dear sir, the 
very thought of becoming an apostate 
Romanist filled me with horror. I 
thought the scorn and abuse of my 
dearest friends would be more than I 
could bear. An “unconditional sur- 
render” brought peace. ‘ My grace is 
sufficient for thee,” is the promise to 
to which I cling. God help me to 
realize it at all times. 

I must not weary you with a long 
letter, but remember me when you 
pray. Pray that God may lead me, 
teach me my duty, and give me a 
willing heart to obey. This is my 
earnest prayes. 

Yours in Christian love, 
J. Re 
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DEAR BROTHER: 

Sometime ago I had an_interest- 
ing debate with a strong Roman Catho- 
lic on the Commandments. He said: 
“O’Connor, the deceiver, said the 
Catholics divided the tenth command- 
ment and omitted the second, which 
was not true.” I took my Catholic 
Bible, published in 1852, and the Com- 
mandments were the same as in 
Protestant Bible. 


my 
But I found in my 
old discarded Roman Catholic prayer 
book, under the head of “ Examination 
of Conscience before Confession,” the 
second commandment was omitted and 
the tenth divided. I showed him the 
He then took from his 
satchel (he was a book agent) a late 
edition of the Catholic book, and lo, 
the reading was the same as in my 
praver-book. 


prayer-book. 


He did not swear, but 
told me “I was worse than an infidel.” 
I said, ‘“‘ You are convicted by your 
own book, and not by O’Connor, the 
deceiver, as you call him.” 

I hope the good Lord will abundant- 
ly bless you in your work of faith and 
labor of love. 

With much respect, PS. 

Patmyra. WIs., March 26, 1887. 


Mr. Joun RuskIN writes to the 
Christian Leader in regard to the re- 
cent announcement of his entering the 
Roman Church: “I was, am and can 
be only a Christian—catholic in the 
wide and eternal sense. I have been 
that these twenty-five years at least. 


Heaven keep me from being less as I 


grow older, but I am no more likely to 


become a Roman Catholic than a 
Turk.” Several Roman Catholic papers 
announced Mr. Ruskin’s “conversion.” 
Will they make the proper correction? 
Of course not. 
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Millions of ‘‘ Converts” Fallen from 
Romanism. 


“The almost incredible statement is 
made by the London Standard that the 
“recent action of the French Republic 
in Annam and Tonquin has given so 
much offence, not only to the Chinese 
government, but to the people of China, 
that the number of Roman Catholics 
in China has fallen within a twelve- 
month from two millions to four hun- 
dred thousand souls.” 

How can this be accounted for ? By 
the simple fact that the religion of 
Rome, whether followed by “ boycot- 
ters” in Ireland, or heathens in China, 
is notof God, but is a mass of super- 
stitions and traditions that “hinder . 
rather than help the progress of Chris- 
tianity,” to quote Father McGlynn’s 
famous saying. When the Chinese, or 
any other people, are converted to 
Christianity by the Word of God and 
the power of the Holy Spirit, they be- 
come Christians indeed—strong in the 
Lord and in the power of his might. 
When they are “converted” to Rom- 
anism they are shaken by every politi- 
cal wind that blows. Bible Christianity 
is the religion of God; Romanism is 
the religion of politics. 


Mr. T. Leveque, who was converted 
at the Masonic ‘Temple services last 
year, and whose letters have appeared 
in THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC several 
times, has closed his first year of study 
in Drew Seminary with great credit. 
A letter from President Buttz speaks of 
him in the highest terms. 

Mr. Francis Waldron, another of our 
converted Catholic young men has 
completed his second year’s course of 
study in Rochester University with 
great honor. ‘Two of his brothers have 
been recently converted. 
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A Word of Explanation. 


BY FATHER O'CONNOR, 


I have received letters from many 
ministers and notably from Baptist pas- 
tors approving the course of the Re. 
formed Catholic Congregation in reject- 
ing an alliance with Rev. Justice D. 
Fulton in his crusade against Rome. It 
was very painful to all of us to have to 
refer to the matter at all, but we were 
compelled to do so. 

Last winter a real estate dealer in this 
city named Stevens, attended the 
meetings in Masonic Temple, New 
York. ‘There he received the names of 
persons—many of them converts from 
Rome and regular attendants at the 
Reformed Catholic services—who desired 
to form a society to help on the work. 

At the same time Rev. Justin D. Ful- 
ton made overtures and propositions to 
unite with his Church in Brooklyn, and 
have the Reformed Catholic work carried 
on in the Centennial Baptist Church, of 
which he was then pastor. These 
overtures were declined, and when re. 
newed again and again, as pastor I 
emphatically said that my work was 
wholly undenominational, and with the 
blessing of God would remain so while 
I had charge of it. During one of these 
persistent entreaties by Dr. Fulton, the 
Rev. G. W. Samson, D.D. was 
present, and though he is one of the 
most respected and learned Baptist 
ministers in the country, he warmly en- 
dorsed our undenominational position, 
adding that from wide observation and 
experience in this country and in Eu- 
rope he was convinced more good could 
be accomplished in the conversion of 
Roman Catholics by such a work than 
by a purely denominational one. 
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In the spring Dr. Fulton resigned his 
church in Brooklyn, to start out on his 
own account preaching and lecturing on 
Romanism. When he saw that the 
Reformed Catholics would not be con- 
solidated with his individual effort he 
joined forces with J. W. Stevens, for 
whom he had previously expressed 
no love, though he is also a 
member of the Baptist Church, 
and together they formed a society— 
Dr. Fulton president and Stevens treas- 
urer and general manager — which, 
imitating Rome, they have called a 
Propaganda—Mr. Stevens in the first in- 
stance using the names he received at 
the Reformed Catholic services in Ma- 
sonic Temple. He even hired Masonic 
Temple on his own account, and sent 
Jesuitical tracts, letters, tickets and invi- 
tations to hear him preach to all the 
members of my congregation that he 
could reach. I earnestly and boldly 
protested against this attempt to “ cap- 
ture” my congregation, as the names 
were not given for such a purpose, but 
to organize such a society as was origi- 
nally contemplated. 

Finally the trustees of Masonic Tem- 
ple refused the further use of the hall to 
Stevens, and the Reformed Catholic 
congregation continued to hold their 
services there as usual. 

There is room enough for all sorts 
and conditions of men in these United 
States to work in the manner that best 
suits them for the overthrow of the Pa- 
pacy, but I believe and preach that 
that can best be accomplished by the 
conversion of the RomanCatholic peo- 
ple to the evangelical Christianity com- 
mon to all denominations. The Roman 
Catholics are ignorant of the points of 
difference in the various denominations, 
and it is only confusing to try to en- 
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lighten them. But they want Christ, 
and when they are converted to Him, it 
is only a question of time when they 
will become members of some denomi- 
national church. But the work that 
most attracts them at first is such a 
missionary work as I have been doing 
in this city for the last eight years. 

Whether Dr. Fulton can accomplish 
much good in his peculiar line is best 
known to his associates in the Baptist 
denomination. He receives a large 
salary from Mr. J. W. Stevens, but 
his character or manner of lecturing 
does not seem to commend itself to 
some of the most influential Baptist 
papers in the country. The New York 
Baptist Weekly of June 9, 1887, says: 

“Neither the people of Brooklyn 
nor Baptists in particular feel the 
absence of Dr. Fulton to be a great 
affliction. His erratic course has, from 
the very first, been a source of deep 
sorrow and_ humiliation. To be 
obliged to read what he has been 
moved to write about himself for the 
newspapers, and to be forced to hear 
his recent repetitious harangues con- 
cerning the Catholics has been most 
trying to Christian patience, and an 
intolerable affliction to all 
sound judgment. 

Many judicious brethren have ad- 
vised Dr. Fulton to change his course. 
His own misguided will, however, re- 
sents all counsel and brooks no restraint. 
It is much to be regretted, moreover, 
that the guvasi endorsement of brethren 
whose judgments are apt to be in- 
fluenced by gvsh, has given encour- 
agement to Dr. Fulton, and is being 
used for very much more than it is 
worth, in securing him special oppor- 
opportunities of ventilating his views to 
the disgust of all sober-minded men. 


men of 
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This was especially the case during the 
anniversaries at Minneapolis; and, now, 
with the assumed prestige, gained by 
tolerating his frequent declamatory 
performances before the different so- 
cieties, he is on his travels to the 
Pacific coast as the great hero of his 
imaginary crusade! We protest against 
having the Baptists of the country held 
responsible for Dr. Fulton’s course, and 
are forced, with sorrow, to subscribe to 
the view expressed by the Jndiana Bap- 
tist of one of his Minneapolis speeches: 
‘If his address on Thursday afternoon 
was a fair sample of what he proposes 
to give his audiences, we confess that 
we would like it better the less of it we 
hear. It is a shame and a denomina- 
tional disgrace that we sit and laugh at 
slang, vulgarity, and profanity in the 
house of God, too eagerly caught up 
and spread broadcast over the land by 
the secular press.’” 

The public at large and especially 
the Christian friends who have followed 
the work for the conversion of Catho- 
lics these years past, will commend the 
prudence that has kept the Reformed 
Catholics from being identified with 
Rev. Justin D. Fulton. 


When Catholics first turn away from 
Rome they naturally become careless 
and indifferent about religion in gen- 


eral. In particular they are hostile to 
the Roman system, for they realize that 
they have been deceived by it. This 
is especially true of European countries. 
The Irish race, however, retain a fear 
of the Lord, which is the beginning of 
wisdom, and are amenable to the influ- 
ence of the Gospel, when presented to 
them in plainness and __ simplicity. 
The blessed Jesus when lifted up will 
draw them to himself. 














Notes on Father McG@lynn’s Course. 





It is time, in this nineteen century, 
to revise some good old saws; as for 
instance—“ All roads lead to Rome,’ 
The road Father McGlynn is travelling 


does'nt lead there. 


* 
** 


At the commencement addresses in 
many*colleges this year, the course of 
Father McGlynn and its far-reaching 
consequences arereferred to by the 
speakers. At the semi-centennial cele- 
bration of Knox College, Galesburg, IIli- 
nois, June g, the Hon, S. V. White, mem- 
ber of Congress from Brooklyn, an old 
graduate of the college, and one of the 
present “ Wall St. Kings,” said in his 
address (reported in the Brooklyn 
Eagle) : 


It is a most significant sign of the 
times when we see Rev. Edward Mc 
Glynn, a priest of the Church of Rome, 
pre-eminently enshrined in the love of 
his parishoners, hurl defiance at the in- 
fallible head of the church. And the 
gravity ot the contest, can only be ap- 
preciated when we see the successor 
of St. Peter, who, according to the doc- 
trines of the church, holds all the cur- 
ses of Ernulphus in his hands, and 
whose predecessors have been wont to 
hurl them, red hot and hissing, with all 
the terrors of a sulphurous hell, alike 
at contumacy and heresy; I say the 
gravity of the question can only be ap- 
preciated when you see the Pope at 
Rome summon and coax, while Mc 
Glynn contemptuously asks for a Pope 
who sha.l walk down Broadway “ina 
stove pipe hat.” 


* 
* * 


With few exceptions the daily press 
of the United States has urged Father 
McGlynn to go to Rome in obedience 
to the Pope’s summons. There are 
many reasons for this, but the principal 
one is that the papers are mostly poli- 





The Converted Catholic. 





201 


tical organs, and a new political party 
such as the workingmen are organiz- 
ing all over the country, portends no 
good to the old organizations. 





Father McGlynn is a leader in 
this new party, and both Republicans 
and Democrats would like to see him 
effectually “silenced.” But they for- 
get that he has been “talking” almost 
every diay to thousands of citizens ever 
since Archbishop Corrigan “silenced” 
him. If the Pope should now excom- 
municate him, and we hope he will, 
McGlynn will have to hire two halls in 
every town where he speaks, to ac- 
comodate the people who will crowd to 
hearhim. Overflow meetings can be 
held in one of the halls while he shows 
that even excommunication cannot 
silence him. The Louisville Gourier- 
Journal is one of the exceptions among 
the daily papers. It wants no foreign 
interference in our rights of free speech. 

“The Pope,” it says, ‘has been bad- 
ly advised in this McGlynn matter. 
There are 7,000,000 Roman Catholics 
in this country who as citizens owe it 
to themselves to have a clearer under- 
standing with the head of their church. 
Foreign dictation in lawful politics is 
not wanted here; and we are no more 
desirous of having Roman authority ex- 
ercised in limiting the rights of free 
political action among our Catholic 
fellow-citizens, than of having our Irish 
citizens acting under the orders of 
Queen Victoria. 

Every citizen owes it to the public, 
and to the free institution under which 
he lives here, to hold himself free and 
independent of all foreign allegiances 
which might interfere with the lawful 
exercise of his rights asacitizens. And 


undoubtedly a precedent like that of sus- 
pending and excommunicating Father 
McGlynn ought not to be allowed to 
stand without an earnest protest against 
both the fact and the principle.” 
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Father McGlynn’s sister married a 
man named Oliver, who went to Cali- 
fornia early in the ’50’s, and became 
very wealthy. During a visit to Rome 
he made the Popea present of $50,000, 
and in return the man who sits in the 
place of God as head of the Church 
made Mr. Oliver a marquis. 

Whether Marquis Oliver was proud 
of his title or not we do not know, but 
he did the handsome thing, as was 
expected, by making his original gift a 
yearly pension while Pius IX. lived 
Such a man naturally had great influ- 
ence in Rome, and it was exerted in 
behalf of Father McGlynn on many 
occasions, notably when ‘“ My Lord” 
Preston and the late James A, 
McMaster, of the Freeman's Journal 
(both perverts) were defeated in their 
efforts him suspended for 
favoring the public schools. With Mr. 


to have 


Oliver's death last year, and the yearly 


pension cut off, Rome ceased to over- 
look the American priest’s independ- 
ence and patriotism 

Like a thorough American Father 
McGlynn has no respect for mere 
titles, unless worth and_ personal 
dignity go with them. At the meeting 
which he addressed in the Academy of 
Music, New York, Sunday evening, 
June 12, he said: “American mothers 
should be on their guard against for- 
eign dignitaries who come here court- 
ing their daughters. Why, a Benedictine 
monk once came to my niece in San 
Francisco with a proposal from an 
impoverished Russian pricce that for 
$400,000 he would marry her and 
confer upon her the rank of princess.” 
Like all priests who leave the Roman 
Catholic Church, Father McGlynn can 
tell many curious things about that 
Church and the bishops and priests. 
He will tell more by and by. 
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The space given to the case of 
Father McGlynn in the press of New 
York is significant of the importance of 
the issue he has raised. It is well to 
keep in mind what that issue really is. 
Last fall Father McGlynn took part in 
the election for Mayor of New York, 
as he had a perfect right to do. Arch- 
bishop Corrigan—a man every way 
inferior to McGlynn—forbade him the 
exercise of his rights as a citizen to 
support his chosen candidate for Mayor. 
Father McGlynn persisted in his course, 
and Corrigan suspended him from the 
priesthood. It was plain to every- 
one that Tammany Hall was the 
power behind Corrigan’s archiepiscopal 
throne in that act. 

The Sunday before the election a 
circular letter from Monsignor Preston 
—‘ My Lord” Preston, the Catholics 
now call him—addresed to a prominent 
Tammany Hall politician was dis- 
tributed at the doors of all the Roman 
Catholic churches in New York, in 
which McGlynn and the labor party 
were denounced as enemies of “ the 
Church.” The Irish Catholic vote of 
New York constitutes the main strength 
of Tammany Hall, and thus Father 
McGlynn’s popularity among that class 
gave Tammany the biggest scare it ever 
received. ‘There was no way of hurt- 
ing McGlynn and destroying his in- 
fluence except through his eccelsiastical 
superiors, and the correspondence 
between himself and Corrigan shows 
how this was attempted. 

But Corrigan and Tammany miscal- 
culated the strength of the labor party 
and the extent of the rebellion of the 
Irish Catholies. Father McGlynn is 
to-day the most popular man in the 
United States, and his following will 
be no more diminished by the Pope’s 
excommunication than was the motion 


of the earth changed by the Papal con- 
demnation of Galileo. 
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THE McGLYNN DEMONSTRA- 
TION. 





“ Don’t, Don’t Go to Rome.” 

This was the most significant cry of 
the marching thousands that traversed 
the streets of New York, Saturday 
evening, June 18, 1887. The demon- 
stration was in honor of Father Mc- 
Glynn by the Catholics of New York 
and Brooklyn. It was the most re- 
mwarkable ever witnessed in the city. 
The refrain “ Don’t, don’t go to Rome.” 
was taken up by the thousands that 
lined the streets the full length of the 
procession, and if ever there was a 
doubt in any mind that Father Mc” 
Glynn would remain true to his Ameri- 
can manhood and his rights as a citizen 
of this great Republic, it was set at rest 
by the bold cry of those tens of thou. 
sands of American citizens—in main 
part the children of the Irish immi- 
grants of the past generation. 

The Pope, through Archbishop Cor- 
rigan, has said that he would “ excom- 
municate” and “isolate” Father Mc- 
Glynn. This demonstration was the 
answer to that foolish threat. As the 
New York Herald said in its leading 
editorial June 19: “The procession 
last night was simply immense, and it 
presented to the Catholic Church and 
the whole people of America, to the 
Propaganda in Rome and to the Pope, 
an ecclesiastical hickory nut which 
they will find it very difficult to crack. 

“What does it mean? If you take 
your position on the solid hardpan of 
undeniable facts, it means two things— 
first, that an eloquent, beloved and 
powertul priest has been ordered to 
proceed to Rome and has replied, ‘I 
will not go;’ and second, that the 
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75,000 men in that procession have ex- 
citedly added, ‘ We'll be hanged if you 
shall.’ 

“That, of course, is not quite the 
phraseology which the procession would 
use in a petition in favor of their guide, 
philosopher and friend. But it does 
represent, as well as any human lan- 
guage can, the exact condition of affairs 
jn this city at the present moment. 

“Tt is as clear as daylight that Dr. 
McGlynn has convinced himself that he 
is in the right, and that he will exhibit 
the courage of that conviction. He 
shows by his public course that he is 
not to be governed by anybody’s arbi- 
trary command. He considers himself 
the final judge of personal obligations 
and duties, and he repudiates the right 
of any authority, whether it be that of 
Archbishop or Pope, to command obedi- 
ence in matters not purely ecclesiasti- 
cal. Last night’s demonstration shows 
that he has no fear of excommunication. 

“* But the very much more important 
tact is that 75,000 able-bodied men, 
every one with a heart and a brain, are 
in profound sympathy with him in his 
policy of resistance, and are willing to 
take for themselves the punishment 
which will be meted out to him. That 
is the hickory nut. One man, though 
he be never so gifted and eloquent, may 
be dropped through the trap-door of ex- 
communication and the event is not 
particularly significant. But when 75,000 
are ready to leap of their own free will 
through the same trap-door and glory in 
the opportunity to share the fate of 
their leader, and when, besides that, 
there may be still another 75,000 who 
were on the sidewalks looking at the 
procession and cheering it and its torch- 
lights and banners—why, the affair as- 
sumes very considerable and suggestive 
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proportions. Numbers count in a mat- 
ter of this kind. They indicate a very 
powerful public opinion which no one 
can afford to ignore, and when they 
form in solid phalanx even the Church 
of Rome will recognize the extreme 
gravity of the situation, and perhaps 
pause before it commits itself to a 
definite course of future action. 

“What will be the final outcome of 
this protest? Nobody knows or can 
know. Dr. McGlynn certainly does not, 
and the mutitude of his followers ap- 
parently neither know nor care. They 
are all alike intrenched in one position 
—namely, that the Pope cannot come 
to New York and that the priest shall 
not go to Rome. There is your crisis 
It can’t be avoided. 

“ Here in this city are in round num- 
bers 100,000 men—and they should all 
be reckoned good men and true—who 
have openly declared that the Pope is 
wrong, who assert that he has gone be- 
yond his province, and that his com- 
mand must not be obeyed. 

‘“‘ Well, there is another complication. 
What will the Knights of Labor who 
sympathize with Dr. McGlynn do? 
They are in an odd sort of predicament. 
it is only a few months since Cardinal 
Gibbons assured the Pope that the Or- 
der of Knights were obedient sons of 
the Church, and in consequence the 


at once. 


Pope sent his benediction and approval. 
Still, the Cardinal in his letter to the 
Holy See showed a very wide knowl- 
edge of the independence of American 
Catholics, for he pleaded that the con- 
demnation of the Knights ‘would be 
powerless to compel the obedience of 
our Catholic workingmen, who would 
regard it as false and iniquitous,’ would 
force ‘the sons of the Church to rebel 
against their mother,’ would be ‘ ruinous 
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to the financial support of the Church,’ 
and would ‘turn into doubt and hos- 
tility the marked devotion of our people 
toward the Holy See.’ 

“This is the language of an Ameri- 
can Cardinal to the Pope. It is very 
strong language, It is the language of 
a man who has seen things with his 
own eyes and knows what they mean. 
He is almost a prophet, for the very 
things which he feared would happen 
have really happened, and the 75,000 of 
last night are a fulfillment of his predic- 
tion.” 

The Herald, which our readers at a 
distance must know is the leading daily 
paper of the Uuited States, sums up its 
long editorial by asserting that, what- 
ever else happens, somebody is going 
to “get left.” Evidently that ‘“some- 
body” is the Pope. Amen. 


Excommunicating Father McGlynn. 


The Pope has written a letter to 
Archbishop Corrigan, expressing sym- 
patiy with him and condemnation of 
Father McGlynn, and warning the lat- 
ter that if he does not present himself 
for trial at Rome before July 2, he will 
be excommunicated. As Father Mc- 
Glynn refuses to go to Rome unless he 
is first restored to St. Stephen’s Church, 
it only remains for the Pope to carry 
out his threat of excommunication. 

There are two kinds of this article in 
use in the Roman Catholic Church, 
The first, or major excommunication, 
is defined by all Catholic theologians— 
Gury, Liguori, Bouvier, etc—as_ the 
privation of all spiritual blessings, so 
that the excommunicated person can- 
not receive the sacraments of the 
Church, nor administer them. 

Minor excommunication deprives 
only of some spiritual blessings. 
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Father McGlynn, by his disobedi- 
ence, has already incurred the minor 
excommunication—first, censure ; next, 
withdrawal of faculties and suspension, 
and the last remaining thunder of 
Rome to be hurled at him is the major 
excommunication. 

Formerly this was a terrible instrument 
in the hands of Popesand Bishops. ‘The 
victims was to be avoided by “the 
faithful” in all the relations of life—in 
the family, in business, in society, as 
well as in spiritual things—and was to 
be regarded as on a level with the 
beasts, to be shunned like a man in- 
fected with the leprosy, by friends and 
relatives, strangers and the members of 
his family. 

This major excommunication was 
known to the common people as that 
by “bell, book and candle,” because of 
the articles used. The bishops and priests 


used to ring a bell during the ceremony of 
imprecation, close the mass book, and 


blow out the candles. The march of 
civilization, however, has caused _ this 
custom to fall into disuse in every 
country, and not even Archbishop 
Corrigan can revive it against Father 
McGlynn, though we have not the least 
doubt he would like to do so. He 
would lay himself open to an action at 
law by attempting it, and there are 
plenty of precedents for this in our 
courts. 

Should Archbishop Corrigan be- 
come the mouthpiece of the Pope in 
excommunicating Father McGlynn, 
the latter could sue him for loss of 
revenue from his public lectures, if he 
could prove that any Catholics were 
influenced by Corrigan’s action to stay 
away. And McGlynn’s suit would 
hold good, though, as is well known, 
he personally does not derive any 
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pecuniary benefit from his lectures, 
All the proceeds go to the societies 
that invite him to speak. 

The form of major excommunica- 
tion given by William Hogan, who was 
a priest in Philadelphia sixty years ago 
and who, after his renunciation of 
Romanism, became a distingushed 
lawyer in the South, is the most terrible 
we have seen. It is taken from his 
very interesting volume, published fifty 
years ago, entitled, “ Auricular Con- 
fession and Nunneries.” 

FORM OF EXCOMMUNICATION. 

“ By the authority of the Omnipotent 
God, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
and of the holy canons, and of the holy 
and undefiled Virgin Mary, mother of 
God, and of all the celestial virtues, 
angels, archangels, thrones, dominions, 
powers, cherubim and seraphim, and of 
the holy patriarchs, prophets, and of all 
the apostles and evangelists, and of the 
holy innocents, who in the sight of the 
spotless Lamb are found worthy to sing 
the new song, and of the holy martyrs, 
and of the holy confessors, and of the 
holy virgins, together with all the holy 
and elect of Gol—We excommunicate 
and anathemize this malefactor (here 
the person to be cursed is mentioned by 
name), and from the precincts of the 
holy church of -God we cast him out, 
that he may be tormented with ever- 
lasting torment, and that he may be 
delivered over with Dathan and Abiram, 
and with those who have said unto the 
Lord “ Depart from us for we will have 
none of thy ways!” And as fire by water 
is extinguished, so let his light be 
quenched now and through all eternity, 
unless he recant and make satisfaction ! 
Amen. 

May God the Father, who created 
man, curse him! May God the Son, 
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who was crucified for man, curse him ! 
May the Holy Ghost which is poured 
out in Baptism, curse him! May the 
Holy Cross, which Christ ascended for 
our salvation, triumphing over the 
enemy, curse him ! 

May the holy Mary, ever virgin, 
mother of God, curse him! May St. 
Michael, the advocate of holy spirits, 
curse him! May all the angels and 
archangels, principalities and powers, 
and all the heavenly host, curse him ! 

May the wonderful company of pa- 
triarchs and prophets, curse him! May 
Saint John the Baptist, the precursor of 
Christ, and Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 
and Saint Andrew, and all the apostles 
of Christ, together with the rest of the 
disciples, and the four evangeiists, who 
by their preaching converted the whole 
world, curse him! May the wonderful 


army of martyrs and confessors, who 
by their good works are found pleasing 
to God, curse him ! 

May the choirs of holy virgins, who 
for the honor of Christ, have despised 
the vain and worthless things of the 


world, curse him! May ail the saints, 
who from the beginning of the world to 
everlasting ages, are found beloved of 
God, curse him! May the heavens, 
and the earth, and all the holy things 
that are therein, curse him! 

May he be cursed wheresoever he 
may be, whether in the house or in the 
stables, or in the road, or in the foot- 
path, or in the wood, or in the water, or 
in the church! May he be cursed, liv- 
ing, dying, drinking, eating, hungering, 
thirsting, fasting! May he be cursed 
sleeping, slumbering, waking, standing, 
sitting, lying down, working, resting, 
blood letting. 

May he be cursed in all the powers 
of his body! May he be cursed in- 
wardly and outwardly! May he be 
cursed in the hair! May he be cursed 
in the brain! May he be cursed in his 
head, in his temples, in his forehead, in 
his ears, in his cheeks, in his jawbones, 
in his nostrils, in his teeth, in his lips, 
in his throat! May he be cursed in his 
shoulders, in his wrists, in his arms, in 
his hands, in his fingers, in his breast, 
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in his heart and purtinences, down to 
his stomach! May he be cursed in his 
groin, in his thigh, in his genitals, in his 
hips! May he be cursed in his knees, 
in his legs, in his feet, and in his nails! 

May he be cursed in all the powers 
of his body, from the crown of his 
head to the sole of his feet! May there 
be no health in him! 

May Christ, the Son of the living 
God, with all the glory of his majesty, 
curse him! And may heaven, with all 
the powers that move therein, rise up 
against him to his utter damnation, un- 
less he recant and make satisfaction ! 
Amen. So be it, so be it. Amen.” 


Politics and the Uonfessional. 


(New York Herald, June 22, 1887). 

For some time past rumors have been 
afloat that the Catholic priests of New 
York, acting under orders, have used 
the confessional to injure the cause of 
Father McGlynn. It has been stated 
that “ penitents” have been refused ab- 
solution because they were “‘ McGlynn- 
ites.” 

A Herald reporter has been assured 
that at St. Stephen’s Church Father 
McGlynn’s followers have been refused 
absolution for sympathizing with him. 
The result has been that large numbers 
of them attend other churches. The 
reporter yesterday was told of a sample 
case. Last Saturday night a lady went 
to confession in St. Francis’ Church, 
West Thirty-first street. After she 
had told her tale, the confessor asked 
where she lived. She knew what he 
meant, and replied, “I do not think it 
necessary to tell you that, father.” 

“Do you sympathize with Father 
McGlynn ?” asked the priest. 

“Yes, father, and always will.” 

“Then I will not give you absolu- 
tion,” said the confessor, so loudly that 
many in the church heard hit. 

“Well, father,” said the lady rising 
from her knees, and leaving the con- 
fessional, “I will never again ask you 
or any other priest to give me absolu- 
tion.” The lady’s name is in possession 
of the Hera/d, but cannot be published. 
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Would the Virgin Mary if on Earth 
Attend the Roman Catholic 
Church ? 


WILBUR F. CRAFTS. 
Pastor of Eighty-sixth Street Presbyterian 
Church, New York. 

Any religion is better than no re- 
ligion. Any form of Christianity is bet- 
ter than paganism or infidelity. It is 
more reasonable to worship God super- 
stitiously than not to worship at all. It 
is less harmful to believe too much 
than to believe nothing. 

Roman Catholics hold to the seven 
great doctrines of Evangelical Christi- 
anity : 

1. They believe in the universal sin- 
fulness of man. 

2. They believe in the inspiration of 
the Scriptures. 

3. They believe in a personal God 
back of the order and progress of nature 
and history. 

4. They believe in 
Christ. 

5. They believe in the atonement. 

6. They believe in regeneration. 

7. They believe in eternal punish- 
ment. 

It is of no small significance that 
these doctrines, which are the chief 
points that infidels attack, are held in 
some form by all the great branches of 
Christianity, by the Roman and Greek 
Churches as well as by evangelical 
Protestants. 

These great Biblical doctrines, how 
ever, are all half-hidden in the Roman 
Church by unbiblical doctrines which 
are placed over them. 

The Biblical doctrine of universal 
human sinfulness is weakened by the 
unbiblical doctrines of priestly con- 
lession and absolution and indulgences. 


BY REV. 


the deity of 
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The Biblical doctrine that the Scrip- 
tures are the inspired Word of God is 
weakened by the unbiblical doctrine 
that the traditions of the Church and 
the utterances of the Pope and of 
Church Councils are also inspired and 
infallible. 


The Biblical doctrines of a personal 
God, and of the deity of Christ are 
both thrown iuto the background by 
the unscriptural prayers to the Virgin 
Mary and St. Peter and scores of lesser 
Saints, and by the worship of the Pope. 


The Biblical doctrine of the atone- 
ment is weakened and dishonored by 
the unbiblical doctrine of penance, by 
which penitents are taught to look for 
salvation through their own stripes and 
wounds instead of trusting to him who 
was “wounded for our transgressions, 
by whose stripes we are healed.” 

The atonement which was made at 
Calvary once for all, as the Roman 
Catholic Bible itself declares in Heb. ix: 
24-28, is still more dishonored by the un- 
biblical “ Sacrifice of the Mass,” in 
which human priests claim to create the 
body of Christ and sacrifice it anew. 


The Biblical doctrine of regeneration 
is robbed of its force by the unbiblical 
doctrine that it comes through baptism 
rather than through faith. 

The Biblical doctrine of eternal pun- 
ishment loses most of its force through 
the unbiblical doctrine of purgatory. 


The best portrait of Shakspeare—the 
painting which hangs in his house at 
Stratford on-Avon—was for centuries 
hidden behind the portrait of some ob- 
scure person which had been painted 
over it. It was in some way discovered 
that there was an older painting below 
the newer one, and when the newer 
painting had been washed off, lo, the 
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standard portrait 
poets ! 

It is not impossibie that the unbibli- 
cal doctrines with which Romanism has 
half-hidden its Biblical doctrines may 
be at length rubbed off, and primitive 
Christianity restored, with the mighty 
organizatiou of the Roman Catholic 
Church behind it. 

This great church is not uninfluen- 
ced by Protestantism and progress. It 
is surely better than when Tetzel and 
others publicly sold indulgences to vice 
and crime. Luther’s influence has been 
felt by many who have not followed 
him. The Roman Catholic Church has 
adjusted itself to the temperance reform 
and labor movement. 


of the prince of 


It is better 
in Protestant countries than in those 
where it is almost alone. In our 
own country there are Catholics and 
Catholics,— Roman Catholics and 
American Catholics. American Catho- 
lics take their religion from Rome but 
not their politics. American Catholics 
obey Rome when it calls them to church 
but not when it forbids them to send 
their children to the public schools. 

Emigrants are largely Roman Catho- 
lics. Their children become, largely, 
American Catholics. The third gene- 
ration are reformed Catholics or pro- 
testants or infidels. 

The conversion of a Protestant to 
Romanism is very unusual. The op- 
posite is an every day occurrence, too 
common to attract comment. 

It may be that instead of individuay 
conversions, there will come at last the 
conversion of the whole Church, or at 
least of the American branch of it from 
Roman Catholics into Old Catholics 
like St. Peter and the Virgin Mary, who 
never heard of the doctrines of 
priestly confession, absolution, indul- 
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gence, the worship of saints, the papacy, 
penance, mass, baptismal regeneration, 
or purgatory, as any one can see by 
reading the Catholic Bible. 

These doctrines are in the human 
foot-notes, but not in the Bible text 
itself. 


Let any one read all the Bible says 
of St. Peter and the Virgin Mary and 
it will not be hard to determine 
whether,—if they were on earth, they 
wonld attend the churches where they 
are prayed to more than God. 


Much that is said about St. Peter 
and the Virgin Mary is not in the 
Bible—not even in the Catholic version, 
but is mere legend, of no more value 
than fairy tales. 


What does the Catholic Bible say of 
Mary? Just what the Protestant Bible 
says, namely, that she was a poor 
maiden of Nazareth, espoused to Joseph; 
that before she became his wife an 
angel told her that she should be the 
mother of the Messiah; that upon this 
announcement the Holy Spirit over- 
shadowed her and she conceived a di- 
vine child who had no human father; 
that she became the wife of Joseph and 
the mother of his four sons, James and 
Joseph and Jude and Simon, of whom 
Christ is spoken of as a “brother,” 
(Mark 6; 3)in the Catholic Bible—“ his 
sisters” being mentioned without their 
names; that Christ when he was preach- 
ing on one occasion being told, “ Be- 
hold thy mother and thy brethren stand 
withont seeking thee,” replied—I quote 
again from the Catholic Bible—* Who 
is my mother and who are my brethren? 
And stretching forth his hand toward 
his disciples, he said, Behold my mother 
and my brethren. For whosoever shall 
do the will of my Father that is in 
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heaven, he is my brother, and sister, 
and mother.” (Mat. 12; 47-50). 

There are other brief references to 
Mary as visiting her cousin Elizabeth 
before the birth of Jesus, as presenting 
her child for circumcision, as taking 
him to Jerusalem at twelve, as being 
present at his first miracle, and as stand- 
ing by his Cross, when she was com- 
mended to the care of John as his 
adopted “ Mother.” 

There is not in the Catholic Bible 
one single hint that Mary herself was 
born by immaculate conception like her 
divine Son. Catholics speak of “ The 
Virgin and Child,” and in painting and 
worship as well as in words, honor the 
human mother more than her divine 
Child, or even the Heavenly Father, 
their beads marking ten “ Hail Mary’s” 
to one “ Our Father;” but four times in 
the second chapter of Matthew as ren- 


dered in the Catholic Bible the expres- 
sion appears, “ the Child and his mother.” 
There is not in the Bible the slightest 
hint that any one before or after her 


death prayed to Mary. Nor is there 
any intimation that her death was a 
translation or in any way different from 
the death of any other faithful woman 
who in life has done the will of the 
Father in Heaven. 

Mary was “blessed among women,” 
but blessedness in varying forms is 
offered in the Bible to all Christians and 
by no means implies any superior rank. 

What think you, then, would be done 
by this blessed Mary, in whom God 
honored motherhood, but who herself 
honored and worshipped her divine Son, 
if she were on earth to-day and should 
chance to enter that Church at Rome 
on whose walls are the words, “Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne 
of the Virgin Mary that we may obtain 
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mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need.” 

Do we not know enough of Mary 
from what the Bible tells us to be sure 
that she would swiftly leave that Church 
in pain and indignation, and hastening 
to the authorities beseech and demand 
that the verse should be restored to its 
true scriptural form, “ Let us therefore 
go with confidence to the throne of 
grace that we may obtain mercy.” I 
give the passage as rendered in the 
Catholic version (Heb. 4; 16), where 
it follews a description of Christ as one 
ever-living High Priest in Heaven, to 
whom as our Mediator we are thus in- 
vited to come. 

When Mary should look over the list 
of Catholic churches in Rome and find 
her own name on more than a hundred, 
and Christ’s on less than a dozen; 
when she had entered even the churches 
that bear the name of her divine Son 
and found that the gold and frankin- 
cense and myrrh were offered not to 
Him but to her; when she had gone to 
Milan and seen her own figure at the 
pinnacle above its thousand statues, 
while the statue of her divine Son was 
below lost in the crowd; and when she 
had found herself and St. Peter more 
honored and more prayed to than God 
the Father or his Son Jesus Christ— 
think you she would not be the most 
vigorous Protestant on earth, protesting 
everywhere, “I am not Queen of 
Heaven, but Christ is King of the Uni- 
verse. Whatsoever He saith to you, do 
it. I ama saved sinner. He alone is 
the sinner’s Saviour—the one Mediator 
of God and man (1 Ti, 2: 5). So says 
the Bible, the only inspired guide, by 
which all doctrines of men are to be 
tested. It will show you that the Cross 
is the only true Altar, and Christ the 
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only true Priest. He can save and 
and he alone.” 

Would St. Peter attend St. Peter's 
(there is no proof that he ever was 
there when on earth), if he should come 
to Rome? Would he approve those 
who have named their chief church for 
him instead of his Master? Would he 
be pleased with those who there kiss 
the toe of the old statue of Jupiter 
which has been renamed Peter ? 

Is there anything in history as given 
in the Roman Catholic Bible that will 
guide us to an answer? 

In his life he was a vigorous pro- 
testant against far less reverence of- 
fered to him when it belonged to his 
Master. 

When Peter and John had healed 
the lame man at the Gate Beautiful, 
through the name of Christ, and the 
multitudes came and gazed wonder~ 
ingly upon them, Peter exclaimed, 
“Why look you upon ws, as if by our 
virtue or power we had made this man 
to walk ?...God hath glorified his Son 
Jesus....The faith of his name hath 
given this perfect soundness... . Neither 
is there salvation in any other. For 
there is no other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we must be 
saved.” (Acts iii: 12, 13, 16; iv: 12.) 

In Acts x: 25, 26, we find this re- 
cord in the Roman Catholic Bible : 

“It came to pass that when Peter 
was come in, Cornelius came to meet 
him, and falling at his feet adored. 
But Peter lifted him up saying, Arise, I 
myself also am a man.” 

Think you that this Peter, if on 
earth to-day, would not be a protestant 
against the adoration offered to him in- 
stead of his Master. 

If Peter was made a pope when the 


figurative expressions were uttered 


The Converted Catholi. 


about the ‘“‘rock” and the “keys”, 
then so far from being infallible, his 
first utterance was a blundering bull 
against the atonement which brought 
him from Christ the title of ‘ Satan,” 
which has a close relation to “ Leo,” or 
lion, used by so many subsequent popes 
who went about Europe seeking mar- 
tyrs to devour. It was Peter himself 
(1 Peter v: 8) who noted the resem- 
blance between Satan and the lion. 
Christ is also called a lion, but faithful 
readers of history who know the story 
of the Waldenses, of St. Bartholomew, 
of the Inquisition, of bloody Mary 
judge whether the Leos are most like 
Satan or the Saviour. 

If St. Peter was really the first pope, 
why not turn to his teachings, received 
directly from Christ, in order to know 
how to be saved ? 

You will find them in the two Epistles 
of Peter. In these there is no hint of 
celibacy—Peter’s mother-in law is men- 
tioned as one whom Christ healed— 
nor is there any hint of the worship of 
saints, nor of prayers for the dead, nor 
of a pope, nor of priestly confession, nor 
of absolution, nor of indulgences, nor 
of the mass, nor of any “ New Testa- 
ment priest” but Christ. The obscure 
passage about Christ preaching to the 
spirits in prison which is made the basis 
of the doctrine of purgatory does not 
warrant any snch inference. So far 
from sanctioning the pomp and display 
of the Pope before whom every visitor 
must bow, Peter writes : 

‘“‘ If any man minister, let him do it as 
of the power, which God administereth : 
that in all things God may be honored 
through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter iv; 11.) 

The only bishop that is mentioned 
in the Epistles of Peter is Christ “the 
bishop of our souls.” (1 Peter ii: 25.) 
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These Epistles teach, to quote their 
own words from the Roman version, 
that we are “redeemed with the pre- 
cious blood of Christ,” “Who his own 
self bore our sins in his body upon the 
tree,” “died once for our sins, the just 
for the unjust,” “ Who is now on the 
right hand of God.” (1 Peter i: 18, 19; 
li: 24; ili: 18, 22.) 

Regeneration is as plainly declared 
as atonement and with as complete a 
separation from Romish errors. Peter 
writes, “‘ Being born again not of cor- 
ruptible seed but of incorruptible, by 
—not baptism—the word of God who 
liveth and remaineth forever.” (1 Peter 
i: 23.) 


Reformed Catholic Work. 


The hot summer weather the latter 
part of May seriously affected the 
attendance at the services in Masonic 
Temple. One hundred and fifty peo- 
ple seemed lost in the great hall where 
five times as many attended during 
the winter months. And yet there 
were more inquirers after the truth 
at these poorly attended services than 
at some of the larger meetings. 


Sunday, May 22, a young man came 
to speak to Father O’Connor at the 
close of the service and said, “I want 
to thank you for your sermon. I am 
a Roman Catholic, or rather I ought to 
be one, but for the last few years I 
cannot believe as I did in my earlier 


years. If I had heard more about 
Jesus and less about the Church, the 
Virgin Mary, and the Pope, I would 
not be without certainty in religion as I 
am now. Neither my mind nor heart 
can find anything in the ceremonies or 
practices of the Church to satisfy me. 


I have been what is called a good 
Catholic, going to confession and com- 
munion regularly, but religion did not 
seem to take hold of me, or I did not 
take hold of it—I don’t know which. 
To-night, for the first time, I really 
learned about Jesus as the Saviour of 
all who will believe in him. As was 
sung before the sermon, ‘ Whosoever 
will may come.” That was new to me, 
for I thought there was much prepara- 
tion to be made, as we used to do when 
examining our consciences before going 
to confession. It seemed to me as if I 
heard the voice of Jesus saying, Come 
to me now, just as you are, sorry for 
your past transgressions. I did lift my 
heart to him and my spirit rejoiced. 
Henceforth I will cast all my care upon 
Jesus. I thank you for presenting 
him to me in the manner you did.” 

The man went away with a glow in 
his face that showed how earnest and 
sincere he was. 

Many of the converted Catholics at 
the meetings regulary speak to their 
neighbors during or at the close of the 
service, particularly if there be any- 
thing in the manner or appearance that 
indicates that the person addressed is a 
Roman Catholic. Experience in this 
as in all other things makes the con- 
verts skillful in finding out the Ro- 
manists. 


We have ready for distribution the tract 
by Lord Robert Montagu, ‘‘ Reasons for 
Leaving the Church of Rome,” that recently 
appeared in these pages. 

This, with the tracts, ‘‘The Portrait of 
Mary in Heaven,” ‘‘ The Crucified Jesus and 
the Penitent Thief,” and the sweet Gospel 
story, ‘‘ Father Martin” (64 pages), will be 
sent for 12 cents in stamps, and in quantities 


for Sabbath-schools etc., at lower rates. 
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FATHER DONNELLY RENOUN- 
CES ROMANISM. 


(Concluded from our last.) 


The work of a priest is peculiar. The 
laws and discipline of the Church re- 
quire the daily recitation of an office, 
the celebration of mass for the living as 
He 
has to hear confessions in order to par- 
don the sins confessed, visit the sick by 
day and by night, administer sacra- 
ments, bless beads and scapulars, read 
gospels over those who have faith in his 
power to perform miracles, bless holy 
water, candles, salt, etc. With such 
useless duties is his time monopolized, 


well as for the souls in purgatory. 


so that there is no time for study, no 
leisure to think over the great questions 
that concern the advancement of hu- 
manity. He gets behind the age with- 
out really knowing it. On the contrary, 
he imagines that his dictum, his decision 
in discussions is infalible, and that he is 
the great I am, who has only to say, 
“ Keep out of the way; don’t you see I 
am coming!” He is not able to see far 
and thinks his little mental horizon is 
the great boundary line of heaven and 
earth. But he hardly ever gets caught 


in debating ques.ions, simply because he 
avoids them. His reverence follows the 
advice of the Irishman to his friend :— 


“* Now, Pat,” said he, “the only way to 
be after traveling safely in these reckless 
times is to stop at home and give thanks 
for yer escape.” The man who never 
saw any other house than his humble 
hut thinks it the grandest mansion on 
earth. The gopher imagines its subter- 
ranean abode to be superior to every- 
thing in science and in art. But it does 
not follow because the gopher thinks so 


that it is a fact. It is true the Roman 


The Converted Catholic. 


Catholic priest prepares a sermon, occas- 
ionally, for Sunday ; but how? By tak- 
ing a few ideas from mouldy sermon 
books—ideas adapted to the times in 
which the defunct authors wrote—and 
which have no more application to our 
times and wants than the stages of old 
have to the work performed by the iron 
horse of the nineteenth century. 


Still, when the nature of the doctrine 
and the condition of the audience are 
considered, he requires not much learn- 
ing, for the preaching is made to impli- 
cit faith and not to intelligent reason. 
The sermon may be moth-eaten and worn 
threadbare, from Sunday to Sunday, 
with a new patch here and there, ex- 
tracted from the life of some imaginary 
saint. The preaching is done in the 
name of the Roman Church—in the 
name of the Pope, who is looked upon 
by the members of that Church as the 
representative of Jesus Christ. 


With Protestant ministers the case is 
quite different. They preach on a 
higher plane. Their altitude on the in- 
tellectual globe being greater, their hor- 
izon is necessarily more extensive. 
They preach more to the superior part 
of man—reason, not authoritative faith. 
The Word of God falls on fertile soil 
—on a free people—free to criticize that 
sermon. Pew criticizes pulpit ; mind op- 
erates on mind, and the result is the 
elevation of moral sentiments, of virtue 
and of religion; the field of secular and 
religious knowledge becomes expanded, 
and from it, as from a fountain of living 
water, spiritual nutriment is given to 
the thirsty. 

What is true of priests, is also true of 
bishops, for they are but priests, only 
wielding more arbitrary power. Their 
constant ecclesiastical duties through 
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the dioceses prevent study, and the 
spattering of classics of the seminary 
does not make the scholar; that only 
teaches a man how to learn. Constant 
application afterwards, conversation 
with the learned and discussion with 
distinguished minds of the day are in- 
dispensable to complete the student. 

But they are obliged by Church rules 
to seclude themselves from seculars, 
and live as much as possible in the sac- 
erdotal element. People not acquainted 
with bishops consider them great men, 
but after discerning their mental range, 
they say asthe fox said to the ass 
dressed in the lion’s skin, “JI, too, 
should have feared you had I not been 
acquainted with your bray.” 

To promote to the episcopacy an ed- 
ucated priest is not the policy of the 
Church, lest he be inclined to liberal 
views and modern progress. What it 
wants is one conspicuous for saying the 
beads, one noted for devotion to the 
Virgin Mary, one ready to give up his 
will to the will of another, one who is an 
humble child of Rome, and will say to 
his priests, ‘‘ Why think according to 
your own conscience? Why question 
infallible authority? Has Rome not 
spoken?” By virtue of his office a Ro- 
man bishop puts a handle to his name, 
which reads “ D.D.”—Doctor of Divin- 
ity. It looks big in print, when separated 
by proper spaces, but represents as 
much divinity asa bag of hydrogen. 

He is also a teacher of religion. What 
does he teach? Of what generally do 
the subjects of his sermons consist? Like 
those of an ordinary priest, they explain 
how to goto confession, tell circum- 
stances, time and manner of sins, how 
many prayers to say to a saint to gain 
an indulgence, how to use holy water, 
make signs of the cross, and genuflec- 
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tions before the altar. What benefit 
does such teaching confer on the 
world? Catholics want Scripture, history 
and geography instead of beads. They 
want the true principles of honesty and 
self reliance more than holy water. They 
want to be taught more of the moral 
law, and less about confessing to a 
priest. 

My opinion is that confession demor- 
alizes Roman Catholics, takes away 
from the heart the fear and love of God, 
encourages them to do more evil with 
greater ease, and destroys the desire of 
meritorious works. It is injurious to 
both penitent and confessor. Sins that 
would otherwise torment the conscience 
now no longer trouble the penitent. He 
yields more readily to temptation, see- 
ing as he does that he can go to con- 
fession and obtain absolution. Suppos- 
ing the judge of the civil court of this 
county assumed the prerogative of par- 
doning criminals brought before the 
bar of justice, and said, without trial of 
jury, “I forgive you your sins, in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost; go in peace.” What 
would be the moral state of society? 
Confession takes away all sense of 
shame, and impresses on the brow the 
mark of a moral coward. 

Just think of a young lady, as pure as 
the violet, as fair as the lily of the val- 
ley, going into a private room, as is 
done at stations where there is no 
church—going in and kneeling down be- 
fore a priest to confess,—to a priest 
who is very often—shall I say it? No; 
put down a and say nothing. But 
the good young lady has nothing to con- 
fess in the line of sins; yet that won't 
do, his reverence must extort some- 
thing; and for that purpose puts to her 
questions and lays before her a table of 
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sins that brings the blush of shame—a 
table of sins that the mere mention of 
which would sully your ears and tarnish 
your hearts. Its effects on the confes- 
sor, who is genearlly an involuntary cel. 
ibate, are destructive. It blights in 
the bud a love of purity, operates on 
the baser passions, and removes from 
the breast sentiments of sympathy and 
respect for humanity. 

The faithful are taught to believe 
that there is nothing higher in educa- 
tion than a knowledge of the sacra- 
ments and the ceremonies of the 
Church. Secular learning is of no ac- 
count in their estimation. 

The wish to advance in science is 
hopelessly blasted. The twig inclined 
away from knowledge becomes a 
tree of inflexible stupidity. Many an 
unenlightened member of the Church 
thinks it a less sin to steal and get 
drunk than to work on a holiday, that 


is a “holy” day designated by the church. 
Pat McGinley, of Dublin, was found 
drunk on the streets on the 17th of 


March. “What have you to say, Pat- 
rick ?” asked the judge in court. “I 
was only celebrating Patrick’s Day, yer 
honor.” ‘ You would be better off at 
your work than getting drunk.” “ Me 
work on Patrick’s Day! Niver! niver!” 
“Well you are fined five dollars.” 
“It’s chape enough. I’d pay tin times 
as much afore I’d work on St. Patrick’s 
Day.” 

I have no desire to speak uncharita- 
bly of any priest or bishop. We must 
love our neighbors as ourselves. We 
must love even our enemies, according 
to that command of the meek and hum- 
ble Redeemer, ‘“‘ Love your enemies; do 
good to those who persecute you.” No! 
A thousand times no! I speak against 
errors and false principles—not men. I 
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protest against usages that should be 
abolished, and clerical systems that 
ought not to be tolerated. A teacher 
that does not know the lesson is not 
qualified to teach that lesson to pupils. 

A priest not instructed is unfit to in- 
struct others. Is he fit to teach people 
the Word of God who never studies it ? 
“Nemo dat quod non habet.”—No one 
gives what he has not got. 
nihil fit.” —From 
comes. 

These propositions are self-evident. 
An ignorant priest can no more teach 
the people the divine law or any other 
law, than he can take the blood from a 
turnip or sweet odors from ragweeds. 
Yes ; they are undeniable truths. They 
are facts and need no other proof to 
make them so. They are as true as to 
say that “two straight lines cannot en- 
close a space,” or that “the whole is 
greater than its parts.” 

How will his ministry compare with 
that required by Holy Scripture ?— 
“The lips of the priest shall contain 
knowledge and the people shall seek the 
law from his mouth.” Men who don’t 
know as much history, theology and 
mathematics, as school-boys; men un- 
acquainted with the workings of natural 
laws ; men who don’t want to know any 
thing about the substance of the air, 
the sources of light and heat, why grass 
is green, etc., are not entitled to much 
credit when they deign to enlighten 
people on invisible worlds beyond the 
clouds—on what disposition God will 
make of us after death—how he will 
punish me for preaching on Roman er- 
rors. When they pretend to inform us 
of the nature of an incomprehensible 
Creator and Supreme Being who can- 
not be likened to anything in heaven, 
or on earth, because he is infinite, be- 


* Ex nihilo 
nothing, nothing 
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cause he is almighty,—When priests 
tell us that they are the infallible guides 
and teachers of this Lord God of heav- 
en and earth, the invisible and super- 
natural source of all life and existency 
in the mineral, vegetable and animal 
worlds—I begin not only to suspect 
former ecclesiastical authority for such 
doctrine, but firmly believe that they 
underetand as much about God’s laws 
and the future state, as a wild rabbit 
knows about astronomy. 

The last Sunday I preached to me 
congregation at the Roman Catholic 
Church, among other things I told them 
that the bishop’s action in the difficulty 
would ruin the church in that section, 
and destroy the mission. I showed them 
how often bishops acted likewise, and 
that whole dioceses and archdioceses 
in the United States were hopelessly 
rained by the blunders of bishops and 
archbishops—when I told them this, 
strange to say some of the poor inno- 
cent people believed that bishops were 
infallible, and could not err in either 
doctrine or discipline. But those who 
read history, past and present, do not 
entertain so exalted an opinion about 
ecclesiastical superiors. They know 
very well that some old bishops have 
been old sinners, and that some old 
Popes were nota bit better. I often 
wondered, if there was any infalibility 
in the Roman Catholic Church, where 
it was located when the monster Pope 
Alexander VI. polluted the holy city 
with his enormous excesses and un- 
natural crimes. 

Not only dioceses, and archdioceses, 
but the entire Church and whole count- 
ries have been devasted by the blighting 
effects of ecclesiastical rule. No one 
can visit Mexico to-day, and fail to be- 
hold the deplorable result of Roman 
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power in that unhappy country. The 
people’s religion is a compound of ser- 
vile fear and wild fanaticism. I have 
seen them run to church to pray on the 
approach of earthquakes, and return 
home to get beastly drunk on mecal 
whiskey. I witnessed them go to mass, 
kiss the clayey floor of the adobe church, 
through devotion, and on leaving, 
steal candles from the vestry of that 
temple of worship. When in Mexico 
and Central America, I found that the 
priests were better posted on scapulars, 
medals and holy water than on Scrip- 
ture. The people are mouldy with 
superstition, and worship the Padres. 

A Roman Catholic bishop said that 
it would be better to let a child grow up 
in ignorance than attend Protestant 
schools. I have been commanded by 
a bishop to refuse absolution and the 
sacraments to parents who permitted 
their children to go to public schools. 
“We have our own schools,” said he, 
“‘ and the children must attend them.” 
* But what am I to do, Bishop, when 
the parents declare that the teachers in 
your schools are not fit to instruct them?” 
I asked. ‘ Well then, tell them to stop 
at home,” he replied. 


I charge the ecclesiastical govern- 
ment of the Church of Rome with still 
retaining the prayers ina defunct lan- 
guage which few can read, and less un- 


derstand. The prayers are either good 
or bad—if bad it is a sin to say them at 
all ; if good they should be said in the 
tongue that redounds to the benefit of 
the many. But the Latin language does 
not conduce to the interest of the ma- 
jority. Americans adopt the English 
as the standard medium of communica- 
lion in their homes, in the courts of jus- 
tice, and it should be so in their wor- 
ship of Almighfy God. 
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I charge it with forbidding laymen to 
take part in her councils, to discuss im- 
portant questions, in which are involved 
the greatest interests of our race, the 
education and general welfare of the 
people. About such affairs secret 
councils are held by antiquated monks, 
and involuntary and unreasonable celi- 
bates, whose sensibilities are blunted, 
and whose barren minds fail to see the 
needs, wants and affections of growing 
generations, as the experienced minds 
and loving hearts of fathers of families 
would see them. What is the result of 
this one horse rule? It is that we are 
just where we’ are to-day, Roman 
Catholics, the world over, being for the 
most part, “hewers of wood and draw- 
ers of water.” 

I charge it with annually sending 
millions of dollars tothe Pope of Rome. 
For what purpose? Is it to maintain 
a reign of arbitrary domination, to 
support a horde of degraded and 
narrow-minded ecclesiastics who are 
non-producers, no benefit to God or 
man? The world can get along with- 
out Cardinals’ hats or Bishops’ mitres. 
They are not worth the cost ; and it is 
the poor people who have to foot the 
bills. Is it right to yearly appeal to 
the poor people for papal collections, 
boldly called ‘ Peters Pence?” I 
often thought it very hard to obey the 
bishop, and take up this subscription in 
the church from poor Irishmen, whose 
wives and families were starving at 
home. Eight years ago I protested 
against this practice, and ever since 
took no interest in asking the people to 
make it a success. 

I charge the Church of Rome with 
holding out temptations to sin, and in- 
ducements to evil-doers by granting 
pardon and indulgence, thereby putting 
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a premium on crime, and sowing seeds 
destructive of the highest aims of 
society. 

I charge it with receiving money 
under false pretenses, under the pre- 
text of redeeming deceased souls out of 
Purgatory ; and for that purpose, indi- 
rectly fixing the price of a dollar a 
mass for such redemption. In_ this 
county there is a family whokeeps a 
candle burning before a lump of clay, 
representing the Virgin Mary. I was 
informed that the same family last year 
raised a pig and sold it for the benefit 
of the souls in Purgatory. Now if 
souls can be freed from Purgatory by 
bacon, it is a cheap way of going to 
heaven. As long as there are priests, 
there will be hogs raised to make 
money to be offered up for the poor 
suffering souls; and as long as there 
are priests and hogs and money, there 
will be a purgatory. 

I charge the Papal Church with 
teaching doctrines contrary to Holy 
Scripture, and practicing ceremonies 
found no where else but in Chinese 
josh houses and temples of Buddha. 
Let us have the courage of our con- 
victions, and obey God rather than 
man. Let us cast aside former con- 
victions and faith, when our present 
convictions are clearer. The man 
who is afraid to say what he believes to 
be true—who will confess one thing 
with the lips, and deny the same at 
heart, is a moral coward; he is a for- 
lorn slave, who fears man rather than 
God. Friends of the priesthood, one 
and all, donot blame me for the course 
I have taken. Do not censure me for 
thinking differently from my _ earlier 
days. For the last few years my mind 
began to look at the Roman system in 
a different light from what it did ten 
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or twelve years ago. It is to be hoped 
that my judgment is riper. My con- 
science is certainly better instructed. 
It is an old principle of theology that 
says “quod non est contra conscientiam 
non est peccatum.”—What is not con- 
trary to conscience is no sin. To 
friends and relations of the laity, I say 
farewell! To you and to those good 
people: of my congregation, who stood 
by me in the recent difficulties, I 
promise to remain your sincere friend. 
You have manifested great kindness 
and affection. You have sustained me 
in what you believed to be right, and 
protested against the arbitrary rule of 
Bishop Mullen. For all this please 
accept my deepest gratitude. And 
now, I thank you, citizens of Mercer, 
for the disinterested kindness I have 
received at your hands for the last five 
years, Your presence here to-night is 
an expression of your kind feelings and 
warm sympathies; it shows that you 
are true Americans, always ready to 
support the weak against the strong, 
the oppressed against the oppressor, 
We have one good friend, above all 
others, in whom I put my trust to- 
night—God, our Heavenly Father! If 
he be with me I care not who is 
against me. “For in him, and by 
him, and through him, are all things, to 
whom be honor and glory for ever and 
ever!” 


——_ — 


A Priest Shot in the Confessional. 


On Saturday, May 14, a young 
woman in Albany, N. Y., went to con- 
fession to a priest in the Roman Catho- 
lic Cathedral. After confession she 
withdrew, but when she reached the 
door of the cathedral something in- 
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duced her to return to the confessional 
of Father Looney, who was hearing 
other penitents. She walked in front 
of it fora few minutes and then with 
one hand drawing aside the curtain 
that concealed the priest, with the 
other she pulled a revolver from her 
bosom and shot at him twice, wound- 
ing him in the shoulder. She then 
rushed from the church but was ar- 
rested. The first thought of every 
one who saw the occurrence was that 
the woman was insane. But if she 
were “looney” it is strange that Father 
Looney did not notice her condition 
when she was confessing her sins to 
him. Many women and young girls 
are so affected by what transpires at 
confession that they beeome almost 
hysterical. The priest is bound by his 
theology to ask them delicate questions 
which no decent man should ever be 
permitted to put to a virtuous woman. 
The questions and answers by priest 
and penitent regarding such subjects 
do not tend to moral growth ora love 
of virtue, such things—which should 
not be even mentioned, says the apos- 
tle—instead of purifying the soul, soil 
the body and break down the barriers 
of virtue. It isa horrible subject to 
write about. Let the Catholic people 
take the matter. into their own hands 
and abolish the filthy custom of con- 
fessing their most secret thoughts, words 
and actions to priests whose secret 
thoughts they cannot fathom. If they 
could read the minds and thoughts of 
young priests while hearing the con- 
fessions of females, there would be an 
end of the confessional. That poor 
creature in Albany is doubtless insane, 
but if she had been taught to confess 
her sins to Almighty God her condition 
might have been different. 
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Literary Notices, 


D. L. Moody at Home—His Home 
and Home Work. 


We had occasion to speak last year 
of the convention for Bible study held 
at Northfield, Mass., under the direction 
of Mr. Moody and of the eminent teach- 
ers and students of the Word of God 
who assembled there. We expressed a 
wish then, and we repeat it now, that 
all our readers could attend those con- 
ventions, which are annual gatherings 
of representative Christians from all 
parts of the country and from Europe. 
To us who have come out of the Church 
of Rome with its narrow dogmas, bigo- 
try and superstition, the gatherings at 
Northfield have a peculiar charm. Mr. 
Moody himselt is the moving spirit—so 
far as the human element appears, and 
that means the exaltation of Christ and 
his teachings above all that men have 
said or written on the divine plan of 
salvation. Those who have not been 
able to attend the meetings can enjoy 
the spirit of them in this volume. It 
contains not only Mr. Moody’s own dis- 
courses, so wonderfully clear, concise, 
and soul-uplifting, but also the ad- 
dresses delivered by Dr. A. J. Gordon, 
Dr. A. T. Pierson, Dr. Rainsford of 
England, Rev. George C. Needham, 
Major Whittle and others. An intro- 
duction by Mr. T. J. Shanks, of the 
New York JVitness, giving a full dee 
scription of the educational institutions 
that have grown up at Northfield under 
Mr. Moody’s fostering care, and several 
illustrations of the buildings, form an 
attractive feature of the work. It is 
published by F. H. Revell, Madison St., 
Chicago. Price, paper covers, 50 cents ; 
fine cloth, $1.00. 
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THOsE interested in prophetic study, 
will find in another volume issued by 
Mr. Revell, “ Prophetic Studies,” all 
the discourses delivered at the inter- 
national conference in Chicago last 
winter. The volume is embellished 
with several portraits—the handsome, 
happy face of our dear friend, Geo. C. 
Needham, the secretary and director of 
the conference, smiling upon us the 
first in the gallery of distinguished min- 
isters. The papers read at the confer- 
ence and collected in this volume form 
a complete manual for the study of 
prophecy on the second coming of our 
Lord, and as the price is only fifty 
cents, the circulation ought to be very 
large. It can be had from the pub- 


lisher or will be sent from this office. 


Pror. Henry M. Bairp of the Uni- 
versity of the City of New York, says 
that Rev. John Lee, in his “ Religious 
Persecution and Examination of Cardi- 
nal Manning’s Letter” (noticed in our 
literary columns some months since) 
has “treated the theme dispassionately, 
and with a candor that must commend 
his conclusions to the judicious reader,” 
and the Right Rev. Dr. Coxe, Bishop 
of Western New York, pronounces it a 
“most useful publication, a logical se- 
quel to ‘Our Country,’ by Rev. Josiah 
Strong.” 

Mr. Lee is pastor of the M. E. 
Church, Wyanet, Ill. Copies of this 
admirable pamphlet can be had from 
the author, or from this office. 
25 cents. 


Price, 


Romanism; or Danger Ahead. Rea- 
sons why a good Roman Catholic 
cannot be a good citizen of this 
Republic. By A. J. Grover. 


The author of this pamphlet is a 
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lawyer in Chicago, and he writes with 
the pen of a true American. He sees 
danger ahead for the country in the 
growing power of the Church of Rome. 
He raises a warning voice that should 
be heeded by the American people. 
Sympathy with the Irish people in their 
efforts to free themselves from spiritual 
slavery, and a love of liberty for all 
mankind are features of this pamphlet 
that should commend it even to the 
most bigoted Romanist. References 
and quotations abound, both from 
Roman Catholic authorities and 
American statesmen like Daniel Web- 
ster. We would suggest, in this con- 
nection, that the date, as well as the 
name of the author of an article be 
given. In page 54, Father Hecker is 
reported to have said: “ There is ere 
long to be a state religion in this coun- 
try, and that religion is to be Roman 
Catholic.” Father Hecker is the head 
of the Congregation of St. Paul in this 
city, and he has denied that he ever 
said or penned such a sentence. We 
hope Mr. Grover will follow up his ref- 
erences. Whether Father Hecker said 
so or not, the fact remains that we 
have a state religion in the recognition 
accorded by the civil authorities to the 
Roman Church on all occasions that 
call for public display. If the Ameri- 
can people want a state church and 
accept the Roman as the best of the 
kind, well and good ; but if they do not 
want any more of Rome than they have 
at present, let them read this pamphlet 
and bestir themselves ere it is too late. 
Rome is bound to rule or ruin America, 
for as Mr. Grover conclusively shows, 
this country 


is the last remaining 
hope of that power that at one time 


governed all Europe. We are glad to 
say the pamphlet has reached a second 
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edition. Adam Craig, Publisher, Chi- 
cago. Price 4o cents. Will be sent 
from this office. 


Romanism and Politics; Tammany 
Hall the Stronghold of Rome. By 
Rev. Joseph Hartwell. 


We have already referred to this 
pamphlet as the best of the kind ever 
published, not excepting the admirable 
pamphlet by the late Dexter A. Haw- 
kins. Many people have suspected 
that Tammany Hall, now the bitter 
opponent of Father McGlynn and his 
people, who are struggling for light 
and liberty, was the stronghold of 
Rome in New York. After reading 
this pamphlet they will be sure of it. 
“Corrigan and Tammany” are on the 
lips of thousands all over the country 
to-day. Read “Romanism and Poli 
The 
author is a well-beloved minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, residing 


tics,” and see the connection. 


in Binghamton, N. Y., and he writes 
with a vigor and clearness that fas- 
cinates the reader. After laying down 
this pamphlet the reader will be sure to 
ask for more from the same author. 
Rev. J. H. Keeley, pastor M. E. 
Church, Pa., writing to the 
author, under date of May 19, says: 
“T have just read your pamphlet, 
Romanism and Politics—read it slowly 
and carefully, and I desire to thank 
you most heartily for its contents. I 
wish I could furnish a thousand dollars 
to assist in circulating such an ad- 
mirable production. Scores of men 
like you ought to arise and speak on 
this subject for the enlightenment of 
lukewarm and foolish Protestants who 
will not see what Romanism is doing in 
our politics. 
soon. 
alone.” 


Knox, 


You have not spoken too 
Do not stop at this pamphlet 
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Rev. E. W, Caswell in ordering 100 
copies writes to Mr. Hartwell as follows: 
PORTLAND, OREGON, May 30, 1887. 

“DEAR BROTHER HARTWELL: I 
have read your pamphlet with great 
interest. It is upon the greatest prob- 
lem of the age, and gives the best 
solution efit. Its facts and figures are 
tremendous. I mean to preach from 
this pamphlet a sermon to my people. 
Send me 100 copies. 

“E. W. CaswE t.” 
Price 10 cents, 12 copies one dollar. 
Can be had of the author or from 
this office. 


Simplicity of Attire, an Essential to the 
Promotion of Social Purity. By 
Josiah W. Leeds. 

The author is a member of that be. 
loved band of Christians—the Society 
of Friends—and in this neat tract 
he writes with clearness, energy and 
comprehensiveness, though in small 
space, on the necessity of every follower 
of Christ observing simplicity in attire. 
He has had much experience in Phila- 
delphia in suppressing the exposure of 
demoralizing show bills, etc. ‘The tract 
is published by the Woman’s Temper- 
ance Publication Association, 161 La- 
Salle St., Chicago. 
there for copies. 


Send a few stamps 


French Protestant Missions in New 
England. 


We welcome a new weekly paper in 
French, Ze Semeur Franco-Americain, 


published at Ware, Mass., by “ Za 
Societe de Publication Francaise,” and 
conducted by our French-Canadian 
brethern, Messrs. Cote, Amaron, Morin, 
Allard, Dorion, Provost and other pas- 
tors who are associated in the French 
Protestant mission work in New Eng- 
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land. This work which forms part of 
the missionary enterprise of the Con. 
gregational Church, was commenced by 
Rev. T.G. A. Cote in Lowell, ten 
years ago, and now embraces the chief 
cities of Massachusetts. Mr. Cote, 
after building a fine church in Lowell, 
and gathering a large congregation 
nearly all converts from Rome, was ap- 
pointed General Missionary for work 
among the Canadians, and most ably 
has he filled that position. Churches 
and missions have been established in 
Fall River, where Rev. J. Allard, Father 
Chiniquy’s nephew, is pastor, and in 
Springfield, Holyoke, Ware, and Cen- 
tral Falls, R. I. This new weekly 
gives full details of the work those good 
pastors are doing for the evangeliza- 
tion of their Roman Catholic brethern 
who are scattered all over New Eng- 
land. The Canadians and Irish will 
soon be masters of the ballot-box in 
the manufacturing towns of New Eng- 
land, if they are not so already, and it 
behooves the American people to see 
to it that their liberties be not endan- 
gered by the power of Rome over these 
people. Sow right ideas in their minds 
and give them the Gospel of Christ in 


its simplicity and fulness, and their 
children will become as good citizens 
as the descendants of the Pilgrim 
Fathers. Leave them to the tender 
mercies of the priests and the false doc- 
trines of the Church of Rome, and 
they will perpetuate in this great coun- 
try the ignorance and superstitions that 
have made Canada, as well as Ireland, 
a by-word among the nations of the 
earth. 

Le Semeur is a potent factor in ed- 
ucating the people, and we advise our 
readers who understand French to sub- 
scribe for it. Rev. Thos. A. Dorion is 
the business manager; his address is 
Box 81 Ware, Mass. ; and the subscrip- 
tion is one dollar a year. 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 


LETTER VI. 
New York, June 16, 1887. 


Sir :—Your return from Rome to Baltimore last week was made the occa- 
sion of a great demonstration in that city. Not only did the clergy and semin- 
arians, and the various confraternities assemble to greet you, but the municipal 
authayities, with the mayor of the city at their head, welcomed you in state. All 
this must have been very gratifying to you, for, like myself, you had been a student 
at St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore when you little dreamed of having all this 
greatness thrust upon you. So far am I from envying your present high estate, that 
I rather congratulate you, and through you our dear old a/ma mater, on the hon- 
ors and dignities bestowed on one of her children. If we must have Cardinals in 
the United States, I hope they will all be graduates of the seminary of St. Sulpice, 
which has the unique distinction among Roman Catholic colleges in this country 
of being the only training school for gentlemen. And as I amon this subject, it is 
significant that Bishop Keane, of Richmond, Va., another graduate of St. Mary’s 
seminary, has been appointed rector of the new Roman Catholic University at 
Washington, D.C. ‘The Jesuits who have large establishments at Georgetown, 
D. C., and Woodstock, Md., expected to have charge of the national university ; 
but your timely visit to Rome defeated their hopes. 

In a previous letter I referred to your reputation for shrewdness, and this act 
of yours in frustrating the plans of the Jesuits will add to it; for the knowledge 
that the Jesuits had control of the university would close the Protestant purses 
that you hope to open for the erection and endowment of the institution. But 
while putting the Jesuits aside in this matter it is well to weigh the consequences. 
They may oppose you in the press, and they have some very powerful organs 
or quasi organs in their interest. 

Many years ago—in 1873—when I was a young priest in Chicago, fresh from 
St. Mary’s seminary, where we were taught not to respect the Jesuits overmuch, I 
met Father Garesche, a member of that famous society, and one of its most brill- 
iant orators, and in the course of conversation about the Roman Catholic press, 
he warmly commended a paper—the Catholic Review—that had but recently 
come into existence. I heard Father Damen and other Jesuits at the same time 
also speak highly of it, so much so indeed that ever since I have looked upon that 


paper as in some sense a Jesuit organ, and I found many other priests to agree 
with me. 


It is well known that Archbishop Corrigan in his controversy with Father 
McGlynn, has had the support of nearly all the Roman Catholic papers in the 
country, and none has tried to defend him more bravely than the Catholic Review. 
But in a recent article it has been constrained to warn him and all others that 
perhaps they have gone too far. The Jesuits are evidently getting alarmed at the 
spread of this “rebellion against Rome,” and this editorial utterance shows it. 
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I quote the Catholic Review's editorial without condensation or abridgement, 
though the article would be better for both, as the prosy editor takesa long time to say 
that the result of education among the Irish Catholics and their descendants in this 
country will be their complete emancipation from the spiritual bondage of Rome. 


WHAT WE MAY REAP SOON. 
(From the New York Catholic Review, May 29, 1887). 

For half a century there has been sowing in Catholic soil in this country a 
seed whose fruit is now ripening, and whose harvest may at any moment clamor 
for a gathering. For fifty years the Catholics of the country have lived in the very 
centre of Protestant tradition, without schools to protect their children, and with- 
out jonrnals to protect the elders from the repeated assaults of that tradition, from 
the penetrating forces of it, intruding themselves in every shape upon the attention, 
the good sense, and the affections of our people. 

It would be folly to suppose that any people, no matter how well grounded 
in the faith, would completely resist and keep out error under such circumstances. 
Many have been lost to the faith, many have grown feeble in it without departing 
from it entirely, and many others have so mingled its teachings with the teachings 
of error that they have become a source of danger to American Catholicity. They 
could scarcely help it; no one could easily help it under the conditions. Had not 
American Protestants treated Catholics with contempt, ostracised them in domes- 
tic society, in business pursuits, and in politics, made their race and their faith a 
by-word and a reproach, the Catholic position would not to-day have been as good 
asit is. And good as it looks to be and really is, we are surrounded by difficul- 
ties and threatened by many dangers from within at this moment, which may cause 
us immense loss and deep suffering very soon. 

Many are surprised at the recent troubles in New York on church matters, 
have wondered greatly at the position of defiance taken by Dr. McGlynn, and at 
the wild utterances of certain Catholic editors and other laymen, so un-Catholic 
and bitterly disrespectful to honorable superiors. ‘There is less reason to wonder 
at these things than at the fact of their less frequent manifestation. Considering 
the forces which have been pounding Catholic Americans for fifty years, it is mar- 
vellous that we have so little disobedience and so few scandals arising from it. 
But if we have so far escaped with slight blows, the time is now at hand when the 
Church in America will reap with tears what her careless children have been sow- 
ing this many a year. 

The harvest sprung from the bad seed sown in our soil now begins to display 
its ugly vigor. Certain journals have sprung into existence to give voice to the 
evil that was working in our system; to bring the hierarchy and the clergy into 
disrepute with their people ; to decry everything in Catholic teaching, and to pre- 
pare Catholics for the dreadful alternative of rejecting the altar for the sake of 
national interests. ‘They are the first fruits of the first sowing, and they are doing 
much work in scattering the bad seed and getting ready for the full harvest, which 
we must reap soon. 

It is idle and foolish to shut our eyes to the existence of that harvest. It is 
nobody’s fault that it grew to ripeness, and therefore we can look at it and study it 
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without shame. Archbishop Corrigan will not be the only bishop who in this 
coming decade will be annoyed by outbursts of passion and disobedience, whose 
roots are in false beliefs. ‘The old generation is passing away with their strong 
faith and wonderful race spirit, and the new generation is coming in, the genera- 
tion educated in public schools, penetrated with the Protestant tradition ; the 
generation which aches to be all American; which never learned of the faith ex- 
cept at “first communion” time and in occasional talks from drowsy pulpits, and 
whose only safety is in its strong leaders, lay and clerical. What can such a gen- 
eration achieve? Nothing greater than to pass off life’s stage with as little noise 
as possible and some attempt at saving its soul. What ties attach it to the Church? 
The very slim ones of custom and a faint belief in what their fathers believed. 
And even these have been strained until they threaten to give under a new pres- 
sure. 

We are not decrying the Church in America. Its vigor and activity are great. 
It will stand a severe strain in some directions. ‘The natural pride of this type of 
Catholic American is very great. He believes in supporting the Church one be- 
longs to, and he is not schismatical, but in other directions he is weaker than a 
child. He will go to hear McGlynn, ridicule a Pope or an Archbishop. He can- 
not see the harm which the public school inflicts upon Christianity, nor the sin of 
reading flash literature. He does not understand always the maliciousness of sins 
which do not betray the sinners—and this is a thoroughly American trait. He 
thinks the priests are too Roman Catholic, and he puts some trust in utterances 
which Catholics like John McMackin are fond of making. 

These defects are the result of his education, or his lack of education. He 
has been vigorously worked upon by the Protestant journal, the journal with the 
Catholic cross on the front page, by the social influence, the domestic influence, 
the literary influence, the mixed marriage, the—well, the myriad influences which 
have given him his present shape. But it is clear from what we have said that a 
harvest is ready for us which must be cut down, and cut down in tears and suffer- 
ing. We trust there are no more Dr. McGlynns, but we are not too hopeful. We 
know that the country swarms with Catholics who are full of error, full of ignor- 
ance, and full of conceit. What can we expect from them but annoyance, trouble, 
danger? All we can do is to close up the ranks and march, straight and steady, 
behind our bishops to that goal which only our faith can enable us to reach. 

The only other paper that represents Jesuitical opinion in New York, the 
Freeman's Journal, says on the same subject : 

The evil of the scandal will not die, even if Father McGlynn obey. It has 
poisoned many souls. It has lessened respect for the priestly character by lead- 
ing to constant and ignorant discrimination between the priest and the man. In 
how many speeches has Father McGlynn appealed to the people against the 
Archbishop? When the people become the judges of their bishops and their 
priests, woe to religion, morality, society ? 

To separate the priest from the man is a metaphysical impossibility. The 
man is a priest for ever. If we strike the man, we strike the priest. If we con- 
demn the man, we condemn the priest. If we try to distinguish the man from 





224 The Gonverted Gatholic. 


the priest, we begin a course of false reasoning which leads us to the setting up 
of a critical tribunal as vicious as the Protestant principle of private judgment. 
We do not applaud the Word of God uttered by the priest. Why? Because the 
priest speaks authoritatively. It is our duty to receive it, without either applause 
or criticism. 

During this scandal, men and women, boys and girls, have had their opin- 
ions; and, more, they were appealed to by Father McGlynn for their opinions. 
If a priest can resist his bishop, why cannot I resist my priest? is the question 
that follows. It will take a long time to answer it—a long time to neutralize the 
poison of this unhappy thing. 


The handwriting on the wall at the feast of Belshazzar was not more spe 
cific than these declarations of your own representatives in the press that the 
doom of your Church in this country is sealed. Daniel read the inscription for 
King Belshazzar, and I believe with all my mind and heart and soul that his in- 
terpretation when applied to your Church is as true as it was when he foretold 
the division of Belshazzar’s kingdom : 

MeneE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 

TEKEL ; thou art weighed in the balances and art found wanting. 

Peres ; thy kingdom is divided. 

Now, this division in your Church has not been brought about by the direct 
action of any Protestant body, but by the dissemination of ideas, by the promul- 
gation of the truth, by the slow process of education, and greater and more pow- 
erful than all human agencies,—by the mercy of God who has seen the earnest 
desire of the great mass of the people in your Church to be saved, and who at 
length reaches out His strong arm to break the bonds that have held them in 
spiritual slavery. The people are rising up against “dictation from Rome” in 
civil affairs. It is only a question of time when they will also rise up against 
Rome’s monstrous usurpation of the kingdom of Christ. My prayer to God is 
that when they see how Rome has deceived and cheated them, they may turn 
to the Saviour, the only Mediator between them and God. There is need in 
this country to-day for the presentation of Gospel truth to the Catholic people, 
greater need than ever before, for never before was there such an open door. 
The people are in open rebellion against your Church ; you and yours would 
rather they should turn to infidelity than become Christians like the American 
people. But I am confident the Christian people of this land will see that they 
have a missionary field here as important as any that can be found in foreign 
countries, and that they will not be slow to avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity for missionary work presented by the present division in your Church. 
Now is the time for Ametican Christians to settle the « Roman question ” once 
for all by encouraging these “ rebellious” Catholics to persevere—calling them in 
the name of the Lord to come out of that Babylon. 


Yours truly, JAMES A. O'CONNOR. 





